The Situation Room

F.I.R.S.T. Base

Located beneath 26 Federal Plaza in New York City is a titanium reinforced concrete, radiation-shielded three-level bunker. Covertly constructed by the Federal Government in the aftermath of September 11th, it was intended as a forward command center should the city survive some future disaster but fall into anarchy. Owing to shifts in the political winds, its funding was cut and it had briefly been mothballed before being offered as the US facility for F.I.R.S.T. operations. Its current status follows.

Level I (Personnel): The Ready Room

Essentially sparse dormitory style emergency living quarters to the north and athletic/recreation/dining facilities to the south ringing a multi-use main room intended for gatherings of the facility’s personnel. Aside from the most basic mil-spec furnishings in the living quarters and a pantry stocked with rations and cookware, it’s bare.

Level II (Operations): The Situation Room

Centered on the facility’s eponymous Situation Room with Communications, Intelligence Gathering & Analysis, and Resource Tasking functionality. Also on this level are an armory and holding cells (both empty), a secure storage vault, and various emergency equipment and systems.

Level III (Support): The Works

· Compressed potable water storage and purification (multistage filtration and distillation)

· Main power batteries (solar charged via the seemingly normal “glass” of the skyscraper above)

· Emergency power (a prototype fission mini-reactor that’s not safe to run continually in a populated area)

· Air purification (multistage filtration and decontamination) and LOX (Liquid Oxygen) storage

· Bio-waste recycling (self-sustaining plant-based closed ecosystem yielding water, oxygen and edible protein for long term independent operation)

Access to the facility is normally via elevator from the building’s lobby or roof. A special electronic key signal enables the elevator buttons pressed in the proper code sequence to take the car down to the Operations or Personnel level. There are also tunnels accessible via the Operations and Support levels to underground submersible pens (currently empty) to both the East and Hudson Rivers exiting via submerged doors. Tunnels also lead to concealed access to the subway tunnels in the area, usually just a few steps from a subway station platform.

The facility is designed to remain unmanned in “standby” mode indefinitely and to be brought to operational status instantly.

